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According to a recent survey, about 2% of Amer-
icans believe the earth might be flat. Naïve me—I al-
ways thought it was round. After the seas were sailed 
repeatedly, all continents crossed and crisscrossed, 
and explorers have done their thing for hundreds of 
years, I assumed the issue was resolved. 

Not all of us have the resources to launch our 
own rockets to get a better view of the earth. Mike 
Hughes did so recently with a homemade rocket but 
still does not seem to have brought back any new in-
sights. He did get to see a bit of the California desert 
and I am sure it was very exciting. I find it easier to 
get on a commercial flight and get a higher than a 
birds-eye-view from there. Safer too, I believe.

With all our running around, surely someone 
would have found the edge by now. I am not up 
on all the theories connected with the thought, 
but I have spent some time living eight time zones 
away. Morning and evening are at different times 
than they are here in America as a quick phone call 
back verifies. It was a little annoying when folks in 
America called me up at some wee hour because 
they forgot to calculate the time zones. 

But then again, who needs facts? You may be-
lieve what you want. No evidence needed. This 
reminds me of the theory of evolution. In spite 
of a study of the sciences, and care-
ful observation of the world 
around us, some people 
still believe it.

Through an intense study in genetics, we have 
seen that all genetic information a specimen has 
is obtained from the parents, whether in plants, 
animals, or humans. Information from the genetic 
code does not just float around, nor does it ap-
pear from nowhere. We also see that mutations 
are very rare, and that most are harmful. 

Through an intense study in life, we see that life 
begets life. It never begins randomly. Louis Pas-
teur finally dispelled the theory of spontaneous 
generation by his studies in the world of living 
germs which all scientific tests since then have 
verified. 

As we look at everything around us, we see an 
intense, practically unimaginable, array of order 
and design. From our moving universe to the ti-
niest ant’s body there is order. Cells fit together 
and form systems working in harmony with each 
other. Not the stuff arising out of mud and from 
nothing. 

God tells us in His Word that He created all 
things in the beginning, formed and functional. 
Time and life have moved on from there. No sci-
entific study has ever proved Him wrong.

The flat earth people and the evolutionists 
share some things in common. That is, believing 

in theories that overlook facts. But then 
again, who needs facts? You 

may believe what you want? 
No evidence needed?
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“The Hand That Rocks the Cradle Rules the World”
by Marlin Kreider

The  
Christian Home Series

Our title is an old saying that some folks may 
consider to be out-of-date for this modern, ad-
vanced era. You will not find the words, “The hand 
that rocks the cradle rules the world” in the Bible. 
However, the truth found in these words does have 
strong Biblical support. For example, the New Tes-
tament in Titus 2:4, 5 says, “That they [the aged 
women] may teach the young women to be sober, 
to love their husbands, to love their children, to be 
discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient 
to their own husbands, that the word of God be not 
blasphemed [discredited or dishonored].” In the 
Old Testament, God through the prophet in Isaiah 
3:12, described the condition of His backslidden 
people, Israel: “As for my people, children are their 
oppressors, and women rule over them. O my peo-
ple, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and de-
stroy the way of thy paths.” So perhaps our title is 
very up-to-date and very applicable here in 2018. 

Men in high places are saying, “We have a moral 
crisis in America today.” Who can deny the facts? 
But, if we are going to find real answers, we will 
need to get to the root of the problem. The root of 
the problem is a widespread failure of the home 
unit. Let me explain. 

Here in America we all love our freedom; we are 
proud of our freedom. But, have we forgotten that 
true freedom has boundaries, restraints, laws, and 
limitations? For example, for freedom to function 
and endure, there must be a foundational under-
standing of the sacredness of human life. The ad-
vocates of planned parenthood via birth control 
and abortion violate this principle, and true free-
dom is jeopardized. We are in the age of “the in-
dividual,” yet there is gross violation of the rights 
of the unborn to live. In addition, for real freedom 
to survive and thrive, there needs to be respect 
for the rights, feelings, and property of our fel-
low human beings. The thief, the abuser, the 
murderer, and the mass shooter violate all 

the rules that uphold true freedom, and the conse-
quences are the loss of freedom. This is the reason 
there are prisons. 

But what if that small minority of offenders 
grows to epidemic proportions? What if the loss 
of respect for life and others becomes a mindset 
because it is graphically portrayed via the screen, 
via public media, till seeing life being destroyed 
is accepted as normal? What if God has been ig-
nored, discarded, and is no longer in the equation 
for controlling human behavior? This and more is 
exactly what is happening in our world today. The 
foundations required for an open, free society to 
prosper are crumbling. These foundational values 
of morality, love, and respect must first be taught 
and exemplified in the home. God’s plan is that fa-
thers and mothers unitedly fill this vital role in their 
children’s lives. In a later issue of this periodical we 
will highlight the father’s important role. Today we 
are highlighting the wife and mother’s indispens-
able place in the home. 

One big contributing factor to the moral crisis 
we are facing today began when women left the 
home for so-called bigger and better things. The 
women’s liberation or freedom movement has ex-
acted a tremendous toll on our homes and soci-
ety, from which society may never recover. Many 
women have neglected the home to pursue jobs 
and careers. 

They want to rule, not by rocking the cradle, but 
by competing with men for 

Motherhood  
and homemaking 

have been and always will be a  
high and honorable calling 

for the Christian woman!
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positions of leadership in the workplace, the political 
arena, and the pulpit. As a result, the children are 
left to themselves, to the day care center, untrained, 
uncontrolled, and are oppressing our society with 
their ungodly behavior. Talk to and visit with the 
homeless, the wayward rebellious youth, and the 
incarcerated. There are a few exceptions, but many 
of them are the product of broken, dysfunctional 
homes. They were not trained; they just grew up. 

The growing lack of respect for authority, and 
the loss of the sacredness of human life, are indic-
ative of parental and home failure. They are also 
the fruit of a people, a nation, that is forsaking truth 
and the values associated with principled, godly liv-
ing. These cold, hard facts may be difficult for some 
to accept. The prophet Jeremiah, in his lamenta-
tion over apostate Israel, asked this question, “Is it 
nothing to you, all ye that pass by?” (Lamentations 
1:12a). Today we might ask it this way. “Does it mat-
ter to you? Does anyone care? Will we change our 
ways?” For those who do care, a return to the prac-
ticals of Titus 2:3-5 and other Bible teachings for 
our homes, will solve many of the social ills today. 

Let’s get our thinking back to positive, simple, and 
sound basics. Motherhood and homemaking have 
been and always will be a high and honorable call-
ing for the Christian woman! Our faithful wives and 
mothers should not be called a “housewife.” No one 
is or wants to be a wife to a house. Rather, she is a 
“homemaker”! As a wife, she is all that her husband 
needs in today’s world. As a mother, she stands 
beside her husband; together they keep the home 
fires burning warmly and securely, loving and train-
ing their children. That is what we need today—more 
homemakers. This is a most noble, indispensable 
calling—perhaps equal to or of greater influence 
than the president or prime minister of the nation. 
Why? Because societies and nations rise or fall in re-
lation to the solidness and stability of its homes. 

Yes, what answers and healing can be found in 
Jesus Christ, who is the Living Word, and in the 
Bible, God’s inspired, written Word! This is a call, 
an invitation to all, to return back to God in our 
hearts and our homes. This is an appeal for wives 
and mothers to repent, to return to their homes, 
and be there for their husbands and their children. 
God will meet our needs as we surrender ourselves 
and give our all to Him and the truth of His Word. 

Mothers, be faithful at your post, “rocking the 
cradle,” and though largely unseen or unknown, 
you will truly “rule the world”! Mothers who are 
“keepers at home” are what the rising generation 
needs. Will you, as a mother, be part of the answer 
for our troubled world? May God bless and reward 
all the faithful wives and mothers.   

Go Straight Home
by Dallas Witmer

It’s five in the evening and even the shabbiest 
taverns are doing brisk business. Why don’t these 
men go home? To drop by for a drink with the 
boys on the way home from work is escapist. 
Home responsibilities are calling. But some would 
sooner not hear. 

It’s somewhere between six weeks and nine 
months since conception and mothers are thinking 
about staying home. But it takes a homemaker to 
make a home. The prospect disinterests some 
and scares others. Like the men they may not go 
straight home. They might drop by at a child-care 
center, an adoption agency, or, (God forbid) an 
abortion clinic. 

School’s out for the day, but Johnny’s not going 
straight home. The attraction characteristic of home 
is not there. The glow of the television does not 
warm the heart like a mother’s love. Nor can the best 
of babysitters fill the role of disciplining parents. 

Homemaking is hard work. The things we call 
values are won by blood, sweat, and tears. Like 
every successful venture, homes are built by the 
principled and disciplined. The commonest man 
and most ordinary mother can have a good home. 
That’s because homes are built by such ordinary 
disciplines as going straight home. Facing, rather 
than avoiding, tough decisions, and making them 
on the basis of what’s right, rather than one’s own 
selfish interest. 

Marriage and home was God’s idea. He made 
us to need homes. He put a spirit within each that 
can only be nourished in the home setting. God 
will work through the institution of the home. 
But He has chosen to co-labor there, with such 
ordinary individuals as you and me. He cannot 
build a successful home unless we co-operate 
upon His terms. “Except the Lord build the house, 
they labor in vain that build it” (Psalm 127:1). The 
character and self-discipline necessary to co-labor 
with God in home building can only be found in 
the new birth and Christian discipleship. Really, to 
build your home, you must be part of God’s home, 
His faithful church. Brothers and sisters in Christ 
lend invaluable help to our own efforts, and insure 
our success. 

The best of home-ties in this life must be severed 
at death. But our sacrificial love and service to our 
children will be rewarded in eternity. Surely when 
God calls us to come straight home no one will want 
to loiter around, or escape those happy summons. 
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Feature Article for Youth . . .

High-Speed Chase
 by Roger L. Berry

Early one afternoon I was heading into town 
when up ahead I saw a line of police cars with their 
lights flashing and sirens wailing coming toward 
me in the opposite lane. I pulled to the right and 
stopped until they had passed. At least 10 police 
cars zoomed past.  I knew that there was a large 
school less than a mile behind me and another one 
a couple miles away.  My first thought was, a school 
shooting! 

Later I read a newspaper report of the chase. It 
was an eleven-mile chase through the city and into 
the adjoining county. The chase ended at a dead 
end in a subdivision behind the school. I saw the 
chase just a couple minutes before it ended. The 
woman who was driving was on drugs and faces 
19 charges from the local police department. For-
tunately, no one was injured or killed, though the 
woman did ram into a police car before she got 
away from him about halfway through the chase. 

Why do people think they can get away from 
police in a high-speed chase? They rarely do. They 
end up in jail but sometimes are killed in their des-
peration not to get caught. 

As I pondered that chase, I thought about what 
the Bible says about getting caught. “Ye have 
sinned against the Lord: and be sure your sin will 
find you out” (Numbers 32:23). God’s judgment on 
sin or wrongdoing is always certain. There is no get-
ting away from our accountability to Him. It may be 
possible to get away from the police, at least for a 
time, but it is impossible to get away from God.

The consequences of sin, disobedience to God, 
is compared to wages in Romans 5:23: “The wages 
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” We often think of 
wages as sometime positive—payment for work we 
have done. However wages can be the result, the 
payment for what we have done wrong. 

The consequences of sin is a step-by-step pro-
cess. First people do something they enjoy doing, 
even if the Bible condemns it as sin. The sin then 
leads to consequences which may even include 
physical death. And if not repented of the sin will 
lead to spiritual death—separation from God now 
and eternally.

Consider, for example, James 1:14, 15: “Every 
man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 

lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, 
it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death.” Something that is wrong and 
even dangerous can look exciting. Other people 
appear to being doing it and getting away with it. 
Why can’t I?  

For example, giving in to sexual immorality (lust) 
can look ever so thrilling. It is indeed tempting.  
And yet it has numerous consequences that many 
do not think about. The consequences may include 
rape charges, the vengeance of other angry part-
ners or relatives, STDs, and even physical death. 
Then there’s the fact that it leads to regrets and 
misery and separates us from God. 

America is facing a drug epidemic like never be-
fore. In 2015 there were 33,000 deaths in the U.S. 
from opioids, high-powered prescription drugs. 
About half of these deaths were from heroin. The 
opioid epidemic continues to escalate. That doesn’t 
include deaths brought on by other drugs. That 
same year, deaths from alcohol and other drug 
abuse such as amphetamines and cocaine were 
close to 300,000. People think they can enjoy the 
physical and emotional “thrills” of drugs and get 
away with it. These statistics do not include the 
many who are disabled or face mental and emo-
tional damage that lasts a lifetime. And what about 
the auto accidents and deaths brought on by sub-
stance abuse? 

And so, abuses and sins are like a high-speed 
chase. They can and often do lead to disastrous 
ends. What is the solution? Yes, quit the sins and 
abuses. But we can’t do that without God’s help. 
“The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.”    

Repentance for our wrongdoing and taking 
God’s way guarantees a further life without regrets. 
Jesus Christ can help us deal with past sins and 
abuses though we may continue to face the con-
sequences. From this point on, we can know Jesus, 
whom to know is life and peace. We will never re-
gret following Him.
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The Biblical View of Predestination
by Carey Snyder

What Does the Bible Say?

A Biblical view is a perspective based on the 
understanding of God’s Word. It is the part of 
God’s infinite view that He has seen fit to reveal 
to man. Since our knowledge is limited, our un-
derstanding is also limited. However, we can rest 
assured that God has revealed as much as He de-
sires us to know. 

Predestination implies something being deter-
mined beforehand. What is determined before-
hand? Is it, as some teach, the eternal destiny of 
individuals? Notice what is predestined from the 
following Scriptures. Jesus’ suffering and crucifix-
ion were “determined before” (Acts 4:28). Saints 
are predestinated “unto the adoption of children 
by Jesus Christ to himself” (Ephesians 1:5). “For 
whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate 
to be conformed to the image of his Son” (Ro-
mans 8:29). God has predestinated the earth and 
its creatures to “times of restitution of all things” 
(Acts 3:20, 21) and “[deliverance] from the bond-
age of corruption” (Romans 8:20, 21). Various 
other Scriptures refer to the “determining before” 
of people, places, and events. 

Who has determined? God has determined. 
When? “Before the foundation of the world” 
(Ephesians 1:4). Is any part of God’s sovereign 
moving exempt from predestination? No. “The 
works were finished from the foundation of the 
world” (Hebrews 4:3). Several times the Scriptures 
refer to God repenting. Does this mean that God’s 
plan changed? No. This was part of the foreor-
dained plan according to His foreknowledge. 

Predestination reveals God’s sovereignty (Ro-
mans 8-11). God also desires that “all men [may] 
see what is the fellowship of the mystery” and 
that “now unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places might be known by the church 
the manifold wisdom of God” (Ephesians 3:9, 10). 

Human reasoning is uncomfortable with the con-
cept that God would create men who He knew 
would reject Him. However, the apostle Paul rea-
sons that faith can triumph over this discomfort 
by understanding that God is just, wise, and righ-
teous in all that He has done (Romans 9). 

We also struggle to reconcile the truth of man’s 
power to choose with the truth that God had pre-
determined to love Jacob and hate Esau (Romans 
9:10-13). However, the doctrine of predestination 
focuses more on the placement of people in time 
and nation according to God’s divine purposes; 
it never ignores an 
individual’s choice 
in determining his 
own eternal destiny. 
Man’s choice is not 
what is predeter-
mined, but rather 
his placement in the 
world according to 
God’s foreknowl-
edge of his choice. 
God’s foreknowl-
edge and His predestination are not the same: 
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predes-
tinate” (Romans 8:29). 

Predestination is part of the things that “work 
together for good to them that love God”— fore-
knowledge, predestination, calling, justification, 
and glorification (Romans 8:28-30). The Book of 
Romans is an exposition on God’s purpose of 
grace by faith. 

Man has a universal need (chapter 1). God has 
an answer to the need—salvation through faith. Be-
cause of differing backgrounds, the path to faith is 
different for the Gentile than it is for the Jew. But 
all need to enter by the same door—faith (chapters 

Even though 
God foreknew  

that some would 
reject His mercy, 

we laud Him for 
extending mercy 

and grace to all.
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2-4). The blessings of salvation through faith in 
Jesus Christ are abundant and are evidence that 
God desires that all men would be delivered from 
bondage to liberty (chapters 5-8). God used the 
example of the predestination of Jacob and Esau 
to illustrate His predestination of the rejection of 
Israel to open the door to the Gentiles in a new 
way (chapter 9). He also makes clear that, despite 
the rejection of a people or nation, every individ-
ual has the opportunity to call upon the Name of 
the Lord and be saved (chapter 10). The salvation 
of the Gentiles was predestined to provoke Israel 
to jealousy so that they too would discover their 
Messiah in Christ (chapter 11). 

God foreknew that the children of Israel would 
not be ready to receive Christ. And since God 
desired that all men be saved, He planned to 
redeem the Gentiles who were ready to receive 
Him. He justified them and glorified them. What 
is the glorification? Is it not the display of grace 
that is designed to provoke jealousy? Since the 
children of Israel would not enter directly by the 
promises, God chose to save the Gentiles to 
bring the Jews in by provocation. 

So, in summary, the predominantly Gentile 
church has been predestinated and called to be 
conformed to the image of Christ and accepted 
into His family as children of Abraham by faith. 
This is according to the purpose of God to pro-
voke the Jews to jealousy so that they also will 
receive Christ by faith and can be His brethren, 
not only in the flesh but also in the Spirit. What a 
wonderful plan to increase the number of Jesus’ 
brethren “that he might be the firstborn among 
many brethren”! 

Even though God foreknew that some would 
reject His mercy, we laud Him for extending 
mercy and grace to all. Those who receive salva-
tion through Jesus Christ will be the showpiece 
and praise-givers of all eternity and, in this sense, 
bring Him the greatest glory (Romans 8:31-39). 

What shall we say to this Biblical insight into the 
predestination program of God? Do we find it glo-
rious? Can we, as the vessels, have anything to say 
against the sovereignty of the Potter? “If God be 
for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31). Our 
responsibility as Gentiles, grafted into His family, 
is to fear. Only by God’s goodness has our belief 
abounded to our salvation. Just as God cut off the 
children of Israel for their unbelief, so He will cut 
off the nominal Christians for their lack of faith. 

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 

his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For 
who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who 
hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first given 
to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him 
again? For of him, and through him, and to him, 
are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen” 
(Romans 11:33-36). 

From The Eastern Mennonite Testimony
Used by permission of Eastern Mennonite Publications, 

40 Woodcorner Road, Ephrata,  PA 7522

And Can It Be

And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Saviour’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldest die for me.

He left His Father’s throne above
So free, so infinite His grace,
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam’s helpless race;
This mercy all, immense and free;
For, O my God, it found out me.

Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray,
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.

No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness Divine,
Bold I approach the eternal throne,
And claim the crown through Christ my own.

Amazing love! How can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldest die for me.

—Charles Wesley
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Job’s Science Test
by Elvin Stauffer

The Bible and Science

“Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” [Abraham] (Genesis 18:25)

The secular view of man is that the further back 
you go in history toward the “cave man” the more 
ignorant man has been. However, in the book of 
Job, believed to be the oldest book of the Bible, we 
have the wisdom of the ancients along with God’s 
oversight of His creation revealed.  Some principles 
have only been utilized in our modern world and 
others may yet need to be discovered.

“Canst thou send lightnings, that they may go, 
and say unto thee, Here we are?” (Job 38:35). Since 
the discovery of electricity and the development of 
the telephone, we can now pick up our phone and 
send a message to a friend across the country say-
ing “hello” (here I am).

God’s Objective
It is often said that the book of Job shows the 

purpose of suffering, but God does not directly 
speak to that. Rather, He reveals His sovereign de-
sign and control with over seventy questions on 
His creation. This brings Job to the place where he 
says, “Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I 
will lay mine hand upon my mouth…  I uttered that 
I understood not; things too wonderful for me… 
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes” (Job 40:4, 42:3, 6).

God’s emphasis on His natural world shows us 
the importance of creation and his primeval man-
date to Adam and Eve.  “Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have do-
minion …  over every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth “(Genesis 1:28). If men would be faithful in 
doing this rather than  “consume[ing] it upon [their] 
lusts,” God could bless them and would not need 
to “overturn, overturn, overturn” kingdoms down 
through history (James 4:3; Ezekiel 21:27). 

This “dominion mandate” is authorization for all 
legitimate enterprises and occupations. It requires 
research to understand nature which is science. To 
utilize this knowledge is technology (agriculture, 

medicine, and engineering), transmitting and com-
municating this knowledge is business, and teach-
ing it to future generations is education. 

Creation is the great effect of which God is the 
cause.  In His dealings with man, He returns to it 
for authentication and authorization time and 
again. ”The burden of the word of the Lord… which 
stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foun-
dation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man 
within him” (Zechariah 12:1). This Lord calls us to 
listen to Him.

The Cosmic Question
God gives an exam on His natural creation in 

conclusion to the great redemption question raised 
in Job, “Is God able to save a man and keep him?” It 
is easy to forget the parameters set for this contest 
between God and Satan in chapters 1 and 2.

God was the one who initiated the contest. “The 
Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my ser-
vant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a 
perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, 
and escheweth evil? (Job 2:3).

Satan’s reply was to accuse Job of selfish motives 
in serving God for all the ‘goodies’ received. Job 
was “greatest of all the men of the east”  in both 
wealth and reputation (1:3). Satan also said God 
had a hedge of protection around Job (1:10).  Take 
these away “and he will curse thee to thy face” (Job 
2:4 5).Thus the test was on to prove Job’s affection 
and loyalty to God were not bought by favors. 

To prove Job’s metal, God said Satan could do 
what he willed and He would not interfere (1:12—

This experience of Job is 
a window into the spirit world 

to understand the battle for our souls.
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2:10). “And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, he is 
in thine hand; but save his life” (2:6). In two rounds 
of attack, Job is robbed of wealth and health.  In 
response Job says, “The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. 
In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly 
(1:21, 22).

To intensify the trial, Satan then harasses him in a 
prolonged dialogue with three “friends” (miserable 
comforters), and the opinion of a passerby who got 
interested in the debate (Elihu in 32:10). They all 
tried to get Job to repent of sin. “Remember, I pray 
thee, who ever perished, being innocent?  they that 
plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same” 
(4:7, 8).  Elihu said, “The hypocrites in heart heap up 
wrath… judgment and justice take hold on thee… 
beware lest he take thee away with his stroke” 
(36:13, 17, 18).

Although much knowledge of the ancients is re-
vealed in their talk, as is often the case, it is applied 
with a wrong purpose.  Job said it was irrelevant. “I 
know all that” (12:2, 3).  He reproached their opin-
ionated pride.  “No doubt but ye are the people, 
and wisdom shall die with you.” (12:2).  God re-
vealed His view of their prognosis when He began 
to speak. “Who is this that darkeneth counsel by 
words without knowledge?”(38:2)

God Breaks His Silence
The impasse is finally broken when the Lord an-

swered Job (38:1). In this we see the difference be-
tween Job and the others who were full of man’s 
wisdom. Job was crying out in prayers of faith for 
an answer. “For I know that my redeemer liveth” 
(19:25).  Job had no clue of the test he was being 
put through. He was distressed by the silence from 
heaven and loss of communion with God. “Oh that 
I were as in months past… when God preserved me; 
When his candle shined upon my head, and when 
by his light I walked through darkness” (29:2, 3).

At times Job sounds radical.  “Oh that I knew 
where I might find him! that I might come even to his 
seat! I would order my cause before him, and fill my 
mouth with arguments” (23:3-6) . But this is the kind 
of human infirmity and weakness of our flesh that 
God understands. Jesus said, “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). He 
asked it in humble submission, not rebellion.  Job 
said, “Will [God] plead against me with his great 
power? No; but he would put strength in me.” 

God’s answer then, bypasses all the minor is-
sues and points man to His sovereign control of the 
universe.  Why do you question me? “Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right?” (Genesis 18: 25).

The Examination
God begins Job’s science test by raising the 

issue of origins. To all the strange imaginations of 
ancient pagan and modern “scientific” evolution-
ists He says, how could you possibly know what 
happened? Were you there? 

“Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of 
the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding”. 

 “Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou 
knowest? 

“Who hath stretched the line upon it?
 “Whereupon are the foundations thereof fas-

tened? (38:4-7)   
Many of the following questions and statements 

are rhetorical with the obvious answer—God alone 
knows. He did it.

At the first world destruction by floodwaters God 
had full control of the elements (38:8-11).

“Who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake 
forth?”  The other “decreed place,” a water vapor 
canopy above the firmament, was also broken up 
(Genesis 1:7), but He “set bars and doors… And 
said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further.”

God then looks at present processes and reveals 
how the earth turns on its axis to cause the morning 
and the night (38:12-15). To intuitive minds, this 
also implied a round earth (Columbus).  

He goes on touching many processes of nature. 
Light is always traveling in a “way.” Darkness fills a 
“place” when light is absent (verse 19).  He also picks 
out twelve representative creatures to illustrate His 
wise design and care of the animal kingdom.

In the end, God dwells on two fearsome crea-
tures with special purpose. Although these great 
reptile creatures, living in streams and seas, were 
“chief of the ways of God” (40:19). “The dragon, 
that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan” 
(Revelation 20:2) had appropriated one for his evil 
purposes (Genesis 3:1) (when this serpent had legs 
yet [v.14]).  In these descriptions of Behemoth and 
Leviathan (evidently dinosaurs), God was giving 
Job a clue as to who his real troublemaker was.  

The final statement on fire breathing Leviathan 
is, “Upon earth there is not his like…he is a king 
over all the children of pride (41:33, 34). God’s ad-
vice is that no man can bind or slay him (Satan).  But 
leave it to me Job. “He that made him can make his 
sword to approach unto him” (40:19).

This experience of Job is a window into the spirit 
world to understand the battle for our souls.

Resources:  God’s Word, the Bible  
The Remarkable Record of Job by Henry Morris
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Teaching Children Respect 
by Roger L Berry

The World Today

Some years back, the Louisiana legislature passed 
a so-called “respect bill” requiring elementary 
school children to address their teachers as “sir” or 
“ma’am.” Proponents of the new law hoped it will 
catch on throughout the state. In the following years, 
the law would extend to high school students. 

Louisiana lawmakers were quite surprised by the 
ridicule and opposition they have faced after the law 
was passed. A state senator who sponsored the bill 
saw the law as a positive, symbolic message. He be-
lieved good manners in classrooms can help teach 
values that have been lost. 

The Louisiana law made national headlines with 
many people mocking the legislators who passed 
it. Obviously the law did not catch on in most places 
outside the Deep South where “yes, sir” used to be 
as common as “ya’ll come.” 

A more recent poll of veteran schoolteachers, 
most of whom have taught more than ten years, 
noted the decline in respect and morals. Eighty-one 
percent of these teachers say that today’s students 
are less respectful of authority than those they first 
taught. Seventy-three percent say students are now 
less ethical or moral, and sixty-five percent say to-
day’s students are less responsible than a genera-
tion ago. 

Some have noted that the respect bill was an 
attempt at a “quick fix” for the moral crisis among 
young people today. One writer noted that “sym-
bols” can’t address deeper problems. A spokesman 
for the Freedom Forum noted that the law “can only 
be helpful as one part of a larger, substantive effort 
to help [children] learn what it is to be good citizens 
and good people.” 

In a similar vein, others have hoped that reinstat-
ing prayer and Bible reading in public schools 
or posting the Ten Commandments in public 
places will bring the country back to Christian 
values and higher morals.” 

What does the Bible teach us about the 
use of symbols and the reality that lies behind 
them? Will restoring the symbols really bring 
back values that have been lost? 

The Bible teaches the value of both symbols and 
the truths behind the symbols. One can’t be di-
vorced from the other. For example, consider what 
the Bible says about the symbols of the bread and 
cup in the Communion service. The Bible commands 
the church to observe Communion with its sym-
bolism. Jesus said, “This cup is the new testament 
in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re-
membrance of me” (1 Corinthians 11:25). But Jesus 
continued by speaking to the heart experience that 
must go with the observance of Communion. “Let 
a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation 
to himself” (11:28, 29). 

The Bible points out that our hearts need to be 
changed. What is in the heart eventually comes 
out. ‘‘For from within, out of the heart of men, pro-
ceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 
thefts, covetousness ... all these evil things come 
from within, and defile the man” (Mark 7:21-23). Dis-
respectful speech and actions reflect a disrespectful 
heart. 

Where does the real solution to the problems of 
violence and other crimes in the schools, disrespect 
for authority, and immorality among youth lie? Par-
ents and the churches must instill the principles of 
the Bible, God’s Word, into the lives of young peo-
ple. When the parents, church, and school work 
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Within each Christian there 
exists a desire to fol-

low Christ. But Christ 
is not here. How can 

we know Him and fol-
low His footprints? This 

course was written to 
help believers follow the 

footprints of Christ as they 
sincerely obey His teachings.

 Please enroll me in Footprints of Christ.
 (Please do not enroll if you are less than fourteen years of age.)

 Please send me the brochure showing all of your courses.
 Please send me information about Spanish Bible courses.
 Please send me your English catalog.

Name ___________________________________________

Mailing address ___________________________________

________________________________________________

City ____________________ State _______ ZIP _________

Religion _____________________________ Age _________

Check two boxes:    Male    Female    Single    Married

If you are presently our student, you must write your student 

number here. _____________________________________
Send enrollment to: Lamp and Light Publishers, 26 Rd 5577, 
Farmington NM 87401. Phone: 505-632-3521 Fax: 505-632-1246

Enroll today in this FREE Bible study course!

together, young children can be trained to respect 
authority, the rights of others, and be polite to ev-
eryone. For these values to continue in the lives of 
youth and adults, they will need changed hearts, 
controlled by Jesus Christ. 

How can we train children in this secular and sinful 
society where Christian values are openly ridiculed? 
It is going to take courage on the part of parents to 
come out from the secular society, rejecting its ma-
terialistic, anti-God, anti-moral absence of values. 
But we know that with God all things are possible. 
The Bible says, “My God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phi-
lippians 4:19). 

The Bible also promises the Godly parent, “Train 
up a child in the way he should go: and when he is 
old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). 

You will need to surrender your life and your child 
training to the control of Jesus Christ and the guid-
ance of the Bible. You will need the encouragement 
and support of a faithful Christian church that be-
lieves and obeys the Bible. Take courage. You are 
not alone. May God give you the strength and wis-
dom to do what is right. 

How Can I Be Born Again?
You have no doubt heard the term “born 

again” used by many people. People from movie 
stars, to politicians, to the ordinary man on the 
street have said they are born again. But what 
does it really mean? How can I experience a 
change that will bring peace and meaning to my 
life? The Bible shows the way.

SEEK A NEW LIFE . . . 
Seek ye the LORD  while he may be found, 

call ye upon him while he is near (Isaiah 55:6). 
Jesus said: I am come that they might 

have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly” (John 10:10).

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

SEEK A NEW CONFESSION . . .
“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 

Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved”(Romans 10:9).

SEEK A NEW MASTER . . . 
Jesus said, “He that heareth my word, and 

believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but 
is passed from death unto life” (John 5:24).

“If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
me” (Luke 9:23). 

SEEK A NEW WALK . . .
“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 

Lord, so walk ye in him” (Colossians 2:6).
Jesus said, “If ye continue in my word, then are 

ye my disciples indeed” (John 8:31b).

SEEK A NEW FELLOWSHIP . . .
“That which we have seen and heard declare 

we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with 
us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3).

“Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized . . . And they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship” Acts 2:41, 41).

“And let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love and to good works: “Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together” (Hebrews 
10:24, 25a).




